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When Sarbuland Khan came to know of the whole affair,
he wrote to 'AH Muhammad Khan, a man of high intelli-
gence in whom he had the greatest confidence, saying that
his own absence should in no wise stand in the way of Shuja'at
Khan undertaking his expedition against Nizamu'1-Mulk.
*Ali Muhammad Khan, knowing as he did the exact condition
of Shuja'at Khan's men, wrote back:
The two brothers (Shuja'at Khan and Rustam cAli Khan)
are second to none in valour and personal courage but it
is one thing to be a good soldier and quite another to be
a leader of men. Their troops consist mostly of men from
the towns of Gujerat who will not be able to withstand
the attacks of the enemy, being totally devoid of military
experience. Only the sight of a battle will be sufficient to
disconcert them. They will take to flight even before the
starting of the campaign. Rustam cAli Khan has assembled
a force, consisting of 'Arab adventurers and discontented
Gujerat riff-raff. As they have recently been engaged in
warfare with Pilaji, they have picked up some of his tactics,
and that is all.1
In the meantime Hamid Khan received news from Nizamu'l-
Mulk, advising the former to come to terms with Kantaji
Kadam Bande and Pilaji Gaikwad who were also directly
in communication with Nizamu'1-Mulk on this subject. The
latter had written to several influential people in Ahmedabad
who were favourably disposed towards him and had also
invited Mir Natthu and Muhammad Salabat Khan Ruhela,
well-known muster-masters of Malwa, to be ready for action
in Gujerat.2 On receiving Nizamul-Mulk's letter Hamid
Khan sent his messengers to Kantaji, one of Sahu's officers, to
join him against Shuja'at Khan. An agreement was arrived
at; and Kantaji, on promise of having his demand of Chauth
unreservedly accepted, marched in the direction of Dohad, at
the head of a large army, to join Hamid Khan. Hamid Khan
had already procured intelligence of the movements of Shuja'at
Khan and it was decided to capture Ahmedabad by surprise.
When Ibrahim Quli Khan was apprised of this situation, he
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